
TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Local Limits Laboratory Services 
 
DATE: September 2, 2008 
 
 
NEEDS: For City Council to consider awarding analytical laboratory work to Fruit Growers 

Laboratory, Inc. to develop technically based local limits for the Industrial Waste 
Program. 

 
FACTS: 1. The Federal Code of Regulations (CFR) requires Publicly Owned Treatment Works 

(POTWs) to develop and enforce limits of the character and volume of pollutants 
being discharged into their wastewater treatment system.. 

 
2. The limits are required to protect the treatment facility and limit adaverse water 

quality impacts. 
 
3. The Wastewater Treatment Plant’s (WWTP) has had numerous permit violations 

for salts.   The current discharge permit requires the City to establish numeric 
concentration limits for TDS, sodium, sulfate, and chloride in WWTP influent.  
These pollutants are included in the Local Limits study.  

 
4. The City contracted with Cornerstone Engineering, Inc. in March 2008 to provide 

consulting services for the Industrial Waste Program.  They prepared a local limits 
work plan which includes sampling for 28 pollutants at six locations in the WWTP 
and two locations in the collections system over five consecutive days.  The plan 
follows the EPA Guidelines. 

 
5. The local limits must be technically based, evaluated and confirmed.  

 
6. Quotes were requested from three EPA-approved California Laboratories for the 

study.   Clinical Laboratory of San Bernadino did not submit a bid.  Abalone Coast 
Bacteriology was not able to meet the parameters of the bid specifications.  The 
following quotes were received:  

 
Clinical Laboratory of San Bernadino $00,000 
Abalone Coast Bacteriology  $13,029 
Fruit Growers Laboratory, Inc. $14,132 

 
7. The quote submitted by Fruit Growers Laboratory Inc. is complete and satisfies bid 

specifications. 
 

ANALYSIS &   
CONCLUSION:  The development of technically based local limits is imperative to comply with 

discharge requirements in the permit.  The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) recommends that POTWs review the adequacy of local limits if current 
wastewater treatment plant fails to achieve applicable permit requirements including 
water quality objectives of receiving waters. 
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POLICY           
REFERENCE: 40 CFR Parts 403.5(c)(2) 
 Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. R3-2004-0031, NPDES Permit N0. 

CA0047593 Wastewater Treatment Facility, San Luis Obispo County, WDID 3 
400105001 

 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: Wastewater Treatment of the Wastewater Division has a line item for Special 

Projects (Budget NO 601.310.5235.164).  Of the $120,000 budgeted for Special 
Projects, there exists a balance of $116,800.  

   
OPTIONS: a. City Council authorize staff to contract with Fruit Growers Laboratory Inc. to 

perform analytical laboratory services for the local limits sampling project for a not-
to-exceed budget $14,132. 

 
 b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 
 
Prepared by:  Patti Gwathmey, Industrial Waste Manager 
 
Attachments (3) 

1) Local Limits Sampling Plan 
2) Price quote from Fruit Growers Laboratory Inc. 
3) Resolution 

 

09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 2 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 3 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 4 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 5 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 6 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 7 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 8 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 9 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 10 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 11 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 12 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 13 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 14 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 15 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 16 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 17 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 18 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 19 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 20 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 21 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 22 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 23 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 24 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 25 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 26 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 27 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 28 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 29 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 30 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 31 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 32 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 33 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 34 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 35 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 36 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 37 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 38 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 39 of 41



09/02/2008 Agenda Item No. 10, Page 40 of 41



RESOLUTION NO. 08-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
AWARDING ANALYTICAL LABORATORY SERVICES FOR THE LOCAL LIMITS STUDY AS 

REQUIRED BY THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Code of Federal Regulations requires the development of specific local limits.  
 
WHEREAS, the City is required to develop numeric concentration limits for salts as specified in the 
National Pollutant Elimination Discharge permit issued by the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
  
WHEREAS, the cost of laboratory analysis for 5 consecutive days of sampling is estimated at $14,132. 
  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS FOLLOWS:  
 
SECTION 1.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby award to Fruit Growers 
Laboratory Inc. analytical laboratory services as required for the development of local limits under 40 
CFR 403.5(c)(2). 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 2nd day of September 
2008 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
 
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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